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THE ETHNOBOTANY GARDEN SINGAPORE

CULTURE, HERITAGE, AND ECOLOGY
The Ethnobotany Garden at Singapore Botanic Gardens is an illustration of strong collaboration 
between the design team, client, and contractor to produce a landscape that merges its functions as a 
visitor attraction/recreation facility, community work space, and research centre. The planning takes an 
unremarkable portion of the botanic gardens and turns it into a journey revealing how early settlers and 
indigenous people of Southeast Asia made use of plants in their daily life and culture. 

Using approximately 300 species of plants and accompanied by a comprehensive and engaging 
interpretive storyline, the garden provides the citizens and visitors of the highly urbanised city with 
a glimpse of the historical value of many plants and trees that are either common today only as 
landscape material or have been lost through time. Rather than displaying plants in deliberate 
compositions only for their visual advantage, through collective research into the cultural history of 
the region, the design team generated a zoned plan based on a traditional village that allows visitors 
to experience the plants as they would have originally been utilised, in a combination of natural and 
cultivated groupings.
.
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A meandering boardwalk through a naturalistic forested landscape takes visitors into the 
ªkampongº that forms the setting for the garden and provides an historical context for 
learning about the use of plants.

From the Ethnobotany Centre one views the central pond and main loop path as well as the viewing deck 
and green roofed Medicinal Shelter. Existing trees provide a context for the garden's four zones.

A renovated colonial bungalow, the Ethnobotany Centre views over the garden, which is made up of four 
zones, including the Medicinal Zone that displays plants used by early settlers for various medical treatments.

Plant groupings are designed to re¯ect their historical context and appearance within each zone as well as 
for their growth, behaviour and habitat, such as with waterside planting around the pond.

The Ethnobotany Garden serves as a visitor destination, a hands-on community space, and a 
research facility, showcasing the historical introduction of ornamental and crop plant species and 
their uses among the early settlers and indigenous tribes of Singapore. 
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